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Two males of Physetopoda halensis (Fabricius, 1787) are reared from the larva of Labidostomis hummeralis (Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae, Clytrinae) in South-Eastern Ukraine.



On the parasitism of velvet ant Physetopoda halensis (Hymenoptera: Mutillidae) on the larva 

of leaf beetle Labidostomis hummeralis (Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae, Clytrinae) in South-East 

Ukraine]. – The rare case of parasitism of velvet-ant Physetopoda halensis (Fabricius, 1787) (Mu-

tillinae: Smicromyrmini) is recorded. Two males of this wasp is reared from last stage larva of 

chrysomelid Labidostomis hummeralis (Schneider, 1792), which has been collected in Donetsk re-

gion (vicinities of Debaltsevo, 48°18' N 38°25' E, steppe slope of bairachny oak forest, 16.05.2010, 

M.E. Sergeev). Usually the velvet ants are ectoparasitoid of bees and wasp, rare of flies and beetles 

(Lelej. Velvet ants (Hymenoptera, Mutillidae) of the fauna of the USSR and neighbouring coun-

tries. Leningrad, 1985. 268 pp.). Up to now in the Palaearctic there were known the parasitism of 

Ph. halensis on the last stage larva and pupa of beetle Clytra quadripunctata Linnaeus, 1758, which 

live in the nest of ants Formica rufa Linnaeus, 1761, F. exsecta Nylander, 1846, and F. sanguinea 

Latreille, 1798, as the Ph. punctata (Latreille, 1792) reared from the cocoon of chrysomelid Ti-

tuboea sp. habits the nests of ant Messor barbarus (Linnaeus, 1767) (Brothers et al. – Insectes Soci-

aux. – 2000. – Vol. 47. – P. 201–211). Physetopoda halensis is distributed in the European steppe 

eastward to Altai (Lelej. Catalogue of the Mutillidae (Hymenoptera) of the Palaearctic region. – 

Vladivostok, 2002. – 172 pp.), but the form with black mesosoma (two reared males belong to this 

form) is unknown eastward of Ukraine. Besides of velvet ant the ichneumon fly parasites [Ichneu-

monidae, gen. sp.] and chalcid wasp Monodontomerus vicicellae (Walker, 1847) [Torymidae] have 

been reared from the chrysomelid Labidostomis hummeralis. The latter parasite was known as pri-

mary parasite of Lepidoptera [Psychidae, Zygaenidae, rarely Lymantriidae]. The authors kindly 

thanks to M.D. Zerova (Institute of Zoology named I.I. Schmalgausen National Academy of Sci-

ences of Ukraine, Kiev) for the consultations and identification of Torymidae species. – M.E. Ser-

geev (Donetsk botanical garden, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine), A.S. Lelej (Institute of 

Biology and Soil Science, Vladivostok). 




